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SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: PANAMA 1087 

1 . APART FROM TORRIJOS' FEBRUARY 14 STATEMENTS ON THE NEGOTIATIONS 
(REFTEL WHICH WERE GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE IN LOCAL PRESS AND 
OTHER NEWS MEDIA, PRESS PLAY AND COMMENTARY ON THE CURRENT TALKS 
HAS BEEN SPARSE IN COMPARISON WITH SOME PREVIOUS ROUNDS. 

2. ESTRELLA AND STAR AND HERALD OF FEBRUARY 16 DID GIVE FRONT- 
PAGE PLAY TO NEGOTIATIONS, NOTING THAT THE FEBRUARY 15 SESSION 
WAS OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO REQUIRE FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALEZ- 
REVILLA'S PRESENCE ON CONTADORA. APART FROM CRITICA EDITORIAL 
WHICH REITERATED TORRIJOS' STATEMENTS ON THE NEGOTIATIONS, PRO- 
GOP ERSA PRESS WAS SILENT ON TOPIC OF NEGOTIATIONS. LOCAL PRESS 

OF FEBRUARY 17 ALL CARRIED BRIEF PROGRESS REPORTS STATING THAT 
U.S. NEGOTIATORS HAD PRESENTED A DOCUMENT DELIVERING U.S. 

POSITION DURING TUESDAY'S ROUND OF TALKS. FEBRUARY 18 PRESS 
AGAIN GAVE SPARSE PLAY TO NEGOTIATIONS, NOTING BRIEFLY THAT 
PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATORS HELD WORKING SESSION AT THE FOREIGN 
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MINISTRY ON THURSDAY TO REVIEW THE AMERICAN POSITION. FEB 19 
PRESS REPORTS THAT ACCORDING TO GOP INFORMATION OFFICE SPOKESMAN, 
THIS NEGOTIATING ROUND WILL NOT PAUSE FOR CARNIVAL CELEBRATIONS. 

3. COMMENT: SINCE AT LEAST SEPTEMBER 1975, THE NORMAL COURSE 

OF PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT-GUIDED PUBLIC RELATIONS TOWARD THE 
TREATY NEGOTIATIONS HAS INCLUDED DRAMATIZING EVERY FAVORABLE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

DEVELOPMENT REPORTED FROM THE U.S., AND BUILDING ALMOST EVERY 
ARRIVAL OF THE US NEGOTIATORS INTO A MAJOR EVENT OF SEPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE. THIS IS CLEARLY NOT THE WAY THE GOP IS PLAYING 
ITS PR THIS TIME. INSTEAD OF STRESSING OPTIMISM AND PROGRESS, 

THE MEDIA APPEAR TO BE EMPHASIZING "REALISM" AND DETERMINATION 
TO ADHERE STUBBORNLY TO STATED PANAMANIAN POSTIONS ON THE 
TREATY. 

JORDEN 
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